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Armistice Centenary 
1918 - 2018



																									President’s	Report	-	November	2018	
 

    This last month has been a very busy and at times challenging one in 
our race to complete our Armistice Centenary Project on time. Thanks to 
Mike Boyle and all those involved in the project, we have finally completed 
all our sculptures and over 900 wooden poppies. 
We have met with Council officers, engineers, RSL officers and an Air 
Force Chaplain. Together we have organised a great Armistice Centenary 
Celebration which will be held at Whitton Park, Glenbrook, beside the 
Glenbrook Bowling Club at 10.40am on the 11th November. You are all 

welcome to join us as we celebrate Peace together and watch as the sun passes by our 
sculptures to the sound of a bugle.  
 

                   
 

          
 
At our October meeting we had a great demonstration of box making by Phil 
Tonks. Thanks Phil for your presentation and for all the preparation you put 
in as well. 
 
Coming Events: 
- November Meeting. (Sat 3rd Nov) 
At our November meeting, Ernie Newman will be demonstrating and 
teaching us about ‘Chucks and Jigs. So be ready for some great 
woodturning ideas. 
- Glenbrook Spring Festival. (8.30am to 3pm Sat 10th Nov) 
We will need helpers prior to, and at the Festival, for transporting equipment, demonstrating 
our skills on lathes, and displaying/selling our wares to the public. Also, more lucky dip prizes 
are needed. Please help by making some small items for the lucky dip.  
Set up time at the festival is 7am on the Saturday morning. 
- Armistice Centenary Celebration at Whitton Park, Glenbrook. (10.40 - 11.15am 11th Nov) 
Please join us to celebrate Peace and the completion of our projects in the Park. 
- December Meeting. (Sat 1st Dec) 
The December meeting is traditionally our Christmas Luncheon. Please bring a plate of food 
to share, and Christmas Hamper items to the value of around $5 each. You will receive a 
raffle ticket for each item you bring and include in our hampers. 
On this day, we will be showcasing and celebrating the projects (large and small) that we 
have completed over the year. We will be putting our best works on display. Therefore, will 
need you to bring in any good woodturning projects that you have made for this display.  
Tools will be sold during the morning, so bring along any tools that you would like to sell. Put 
your name and price on them, remembering that 20% commission goes to the club from 
these sales.  
We will also be presenting the wooden toys we have made over the year to two charities, and 
presenting some awards.  
 
Keep turning,  
Andy 

andrewgeorgiou
Typewritten Text
www.bluemtnwoodturners.org.au          bmwoodies@bigpond.com                                 Page 2

andrewgeorgiou
Typewritten Text

andrewgeorgiou
Typewritten Text

andrewgeorgiou
Typewritten Text



FACEPLATE SAFETY TIPS
by Ernie Newman

Faceplate work is more difficult and more dangerous than 
spindle work so it is wise to develop tool control by spin-
dle turning before attempting faceplate work and start out 
using small-scale work.

• Face protection is very important for faceplate work 
especially large diameter work

• Avoid defects - splits, loose knots or felling shakes.
• Check that laminations are secure by bumping the tim-

ber on the lathe bed several times.
• Don’t use standard glue for green or wet timber. The 

glue may not hold.
• Bandsaw the blank round before mounting on the lathe.
• Check that the work is securely held.
• Check that the toolstock and toolrest are secure.
• Spin the work by hand to check for clearance before 

switching on.

 Check lathe speed.

• When in doubt start at the lowest speed and then in-
crease gradually.

• Stand to one side, out of the “line of fire”, for the first 
few seconds after switching on.

• Stop the lathe and investigate any unusual sounds.
• Use tailstock support when possible
• True the edge first.
• Keep your head to one side when truing the edge of 

faceplate jobs.
• Keep the toolrest as close as possible to the work.
• When possible round over sharp corners on faceplate work. They can cut.
• Don’t use roughing gouges or skew chisels.
• Don’t use a scraper wider than 3mm on the edge of faceplate work.
• Don’t use a square scraper wider than 6mm on the face of faceplate work.
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Woodturning Lessons
are held on the second and

fourth Saturday of each month
and are open to everyone.

These cost $18 per lesson which 
goes to the Club. If you’d like 

some lessons please talk to
Allan Game on 4739 1028 or
Jan Pennell on 0417 400 268.

E r n i e Newman also has
vacancies in Tuesday lessons.
No experience is needed. The

classes run from 9 till 1 on
Tuesdays at 87 St Johns Rd

Blaxland. The cost is $15 per
day which goes to the Blue
Mountains Woodturners.

This course covers all aspects of
woodturning.

Ernie has taught woodturning in
9 countries as well as teaching
the TAFE trade woodturning

course. Contact:
ernienewman@hotmail.com

Mobile: 0416961063.
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 GENERAL FACEPLATE TIPS
by Ernie Newman

• Wind the chuck fully on before starting the lathe – never leave chuck partly wound 
on or it may jam on tight when lathe is started

• Use plywood disks to mark out blanks and bandsaw them round before turning
• Mount work on a screwchuck on the concave face of the blank
• Open up the drill hole for screwchuck with a gouge to provide clearance
• Use spacer disks to vary screw projection
• Use the largest diameter spacer as possible as long as doesn’t interfere with tool 

access
• The spacer closest to the chuck should 

contact the chuck at its maximum di-
ameter

• Keep toolrest as close as possible to the 
work

• Use tailstock support when possible
• Use the underhand grip when possible
• True the edge first
• Place bevel on wood first then raise 

handle till cutting edge produces a 
shaving

• Keep tool handle low - the higher the 
handle the more the tool is scraping

• Avoid breakout on edge by cutting in 
from each side towards the middle

• When truing facework with a scraper, 
keep handle higher than cutting edge

• When truing facework with detail goug-
es or bowl gouges, rub the bevel

• Cut with the grain on edge and face – 
see diagram Cutting With The Grain
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GENERAL FACEPLATE TIPS - continued

• Endgrain blunts tools quickly so sharpen much more often than for spindle work
• To reduce torn grain on finishing cuts hone tools and take light cuts with the grain
• When turning beads on edgework start a small gouge on its side and roll it onto its 

back as it approaches the highpoint
• When turning beads with a bead scraper, rock it to give clearance and shorten shav-

ings
• When turning on the face check shapes by moving to a point perpendicular to lathe 

axis don’t turn from that position
• Keep the bevel of the bowl gouge rubbing when hollowing
• A convex ground bowl gouge has advantages when hollowing
• Small bowl gouges are easier for beginners
• Because detail gouges [spindle gouges] have longer bevels than bowl gouges they are 

sharper and give a better finish on almost all faceplate work
• Bowl gouges are better for hollowing as they allow the bevel to rub
• If the hollow is very shallow a detail gouge gives a better finish
• On flat faceplate work a bowl gouge with swept back grind may be preferred as it 

leave a less rippled surface than a detail gouge 
• If the outside of a bowl is turned first then complete the top of the recess before turn-

ing the walls thin near the base
• When power sanding use small flexible disks and clean each disk before replacing
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Thank you Phil Tonks for putting on a great demonstration 
on box making at the October meeting.

Ernie Newman shall be demonstrating face plate turning design at the 1st November meeting.
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UP COMING EVENTS

Glenbrook Spring Festival                   10th November
Glenbrook Rotary Australia Day Festival  26th Jan 2019
Springwood Foundation Day          April 2019
Leura Harvest Festival          May 2019
Penrith Anglican College Fete        September 2019

Hold the Date
11th November the Armistice sculptures in Whitton 
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Committee
President - Andy Georgiou
Vice President - John Mulquin
Secretary - John Turner
Membership Secretary - Rachael Murphy
Treasurer - Jan Pennell
Publicity Officer - John Mulquin
Committee Members
Des Lane, Bill Wooldridge, to be advised

Public Officer - Tom Fox
Librarians - John Mulquin, Jan Pennell
Workshop Manager - Des Lane, Dave Roberts
Editor Turning Chatter - Glenn Barker
Webmaster - Andy Georgiou
Facebook Coordinator - Andy Georgiou
Safety Officer - Jan Pennell
Welfare Officer- role to be attended by the
Committee
First Aid Officers - Tony Trainer, Jan Pennell
Entry Admission Officer - Des Tuck (when
available)
Club Sales Officer - Barry Robinson
Catering Officer - Committee
BMWC Site Manager - John Mulquin
Show & Tell Coordinator - John Cossey

Editor - Glenn Barker
Email: turningchatter@gmail.com

web address:
www.bluemtnswoodturners.org.au

All Correspondence to:
PO Box 223 Springwood NSW 2777

Club Calendar
Day   Date   Event    Time
Thursday  1/11/18  Open Day    9.00am Onwards
Saturday  3/11/18  Meeting   10.00am Onwards
Thursday  8/11/18  Open Day    9.00am Onwards
Saturday  11/11/18  Woodturning Lessons           10.00am - 12.00
Thursday  15/11/18  Open Day    9.00am Onwards
Thursday  22/11/18  Open Day    9.00am Onwards
Saturday  25/11/18  Woodturning Lessons  10.00am - 12.00
Every Tuesday     Woodturning Lessons  9.00am to 3pm




